Climate Smart Communities

What is a Climate Smart Community?

The Climate Smart Communities (CSC) program is a
successful partnership between New York State and
local governments. The program helps communities
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, save taxpayer
dollars, and advance community goals for health and
safety, economic vitality, energy independence and
quality of life.
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Who is eligible to participate in the Climate Smart Communities program?
Any New York State town, city, village or county can join Climate Smart Communities at no cost by
signing a pledge. Local legislative bodies can adopt the pledge as it appears on the NYSDEC website, or

can add their own legislative findings or pledge elements. By adopting the CSC pledge, a municipality
shows its commitment to greenhouse gas emission reduction and climate adaptation.

Who sponsors the Climate Smart Communities program?

Six New York State agencies jointly sponsor the Climate Smart Communities program - the NYS
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), NYS Energy Research and Development
Authority (NYSERDA), NYS Department of Transportation (NYS DOT), NYS Department of State
(NYSDOS), NYS Department of Health (NYSDOH) and NYS Public Service Commission (NYSPSC).

What is the role of the Central New York Regional Planning and
Development Board?

The Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board (CNYRPDB) serves as the Climate
Smart Community Coordinator for Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga and Oswego counties. The
CNYRPDB provides technical support and guidance to municipalities in the completion of greenhouse
gas inventories and in the selection, development, and implementation of local climate action
programs. When available, the CNYRPDB provides information on financial opportunities and facilitates
intermunicipal collaborations.

What is a Greenhouse Gas

Inventory?

The CNYRPDB provides assistance to
municipalities with greenhouse gas (GHG)
inventories. Through this process, baseline
information on energy consumption is compiled
and used to identify goals for reducing emissions.
This opportunity is available to municipalities
that are involved in the Climate Smart
Communities program. A GHG inventory will
measure community-wide sources of emissions
and will be used to document emissions
associated with municipal operations, including
utility usage (electricity and natural gas
consumption) in government buildings, street
lighting, fuel (gasoline and diesel) consumption
in municipal vehicle fleets, and solid waste
management activities. The CNYRPDB
collaborates with the SUNY College of
Environmental Science and Forestry to
implement inventory protocols for municipal and
community-wide emissions. This ensures that
the data is accurate and appropriate to meet the
needs of each municipality.

What other municipalities are
Climate Smart Communities?

110 communities throughout New York State
have pledged to become Climate Smart. The
following Central New York municipalities have
signed the Climate Smart Communities pledge:
Fayetteville (V), Auburn (C), Cortland (C), Preble
(T), Madison County, Cazenovia {T), Syracuse (C),
Onondaga County, DeWitt (T), Skaneateles (T),
Skaneateles (V), Oswego (C), and Oswego
County.
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