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Earth Day  
Books for Grades 

K-2 

Want to know more about Earth Day and 

being “green?” Try some of these books 

available in the Children’s Room at the 

DCL! 

Non-Fiction 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recycle; Save Energy; Save Water  

by Barnham, Kay 
 

Series that explores different issues and how 

each issue impact our environment. Each in-

cludes tips on how to care for our environment.  

 

The Earth Book 

by Parr, Todd  
 

With his signature blend of play-

fulness and sensitivity, Todd 

Parr explores the important, 

timely subject of environmental protection and 

conservation in this eco-friendly picture book.  

 

Earth Day Birthday   

by Schnetzler, Pattie L.  
 

Set to the familiar music of The 

Twelve Days of Christmas , verses 

describe different animals that illus-

trate the wonders of the wild world. Includes a 

factual section about Earth Day and ways to cel-

ebrate it.  

 

Ten Things I can do to Help my 

World: Fun and Easy Eco-Tips 

by Walsh, Melanie  
 

A beautifully simple book for 

small children where transforming 

pages reveal ten things that everyone can do to 

help conserve their world.  

Media 
 

Sesame Street: Being Green  
 

Elmo and Abby find out it can be 

easy being green when they stumble 

onto the Earth-a-Thon, hosted by Mr. 

Earth. And it is all happening right on 

Sesame Street.  

 

Activity Books 
 

What Can you do with an Old 

Red Shoe? : a Green Activity 

Book About Re-use  

by Alter, Anna 
 

What can Ruby do with her old 

red shoe? Use it as a planter for 

pansies! In this "green" craft book, children can 

appreciate that recycling is a part of everyday 

life, and with a little creativity, exciting projects 

are only a few steps away.  

 

Make It!: Don’t Throw it Away—

Create Something Amazing!  

by Bull, Jane  
 

Presents a variety of projects making 

use of paper, plastic, metal, or fabric 

trash. 

 

Earth-Friendly Crafts: Clever Ways 

to Reuse Everyday Items 

By Ross, Kathy 
 

Suggests a variety of crafty ways to 

reuse everyday items.        
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Picture Books 
 

 

OK Go   
by Berger, Carin  
 

In this almost wordless picture 

book, car drivers stuck in traffic 

under smoggy skies seek 

"greener" alternatives to driving, including rid-

ing bicycles, walking, and playing.  

 

 

Ants in your Pants, Worms in 

your Plants! (Gilbert goes 

Green)  
by De Groat, Diane  
 

Gilbert seems to be the only one 

in his class who cannot think of any ideas for an 

Earth Day project.  

 

The Trouble with Dragons  
by Gliori, Debi  
 

When dragons cut down too 

many trees, blow out too much 

hot air, and do other environ-

mental damage, the future looks grim, but other 

animals advise them on how to mend their ways 

and save the planet.   

 

 

Our Park  

by Mayer, Mercer  
 

When Little Critter and his friends 

clean up their favorite park, they 

learn the value of hard work and car-

ing for the environment. Includes activities. 

Nibbles: a Green Tale  

by Middleton, Charlotte  
 

Every guinea pig in Dandeville 

loves to eat dandelion leaves until 

there is only one plant left, and 

Nibbles secretly and carefully tends this treasure 

until he can share the seeds with his community.  
 

 
Every day is Earth Day  

by O'Connor, Jane  
 

When Fancy Nancy, the girl who 

loves to use fancy words, learns about 

Earth Day and "being green," her en-

thusiasm causes problems at home. 

 

 

Curious George Plants a Tree  

by Perez, Monica  
 

The mischievous monkey learns 

about protecting the environment 

by planting trees and recycling 

paper. Includes tips on conserving energy and 

resources.  

 

 
The Beauty of Nature  

by Posner-Sanchez, Andrea 
 

Ariel, Belle, Tiana, and the rest 

of the Disney princesses love 

nature and all their animal 

friends. Explore the outdoors with them and 

learn how the princesses help take care of the 

environment.  

The Lorax  

by Seuss, Dr.  
 

The Once-ler describes the results of 

the local pollution problem.  

 

 

Compost Stew : an A to Z 

Recipe for the Earth 

by Siddals, Mary McKenna  
 

A rhyming recipe explains how 

to make the dark, crumbly, rich, 

earth-friendly food called compost. 

 

 

Gabby & Grandma Go Green  

by Wellington, Monica 
 

Gabby and her grandmother 

spend the day together doing 

things that help the environment, 

from sewing cloth bags out of fabric scraps to 

dropping off their recycling and visiting the li-

brary for more helpful ideas.  

 

 

Here Comes the Garbage 

Barge!  

by Winter, Jonah  
 

In the spring of 1987, the town of 

Islip, New York, with no place for its 3,168 tons 

of garbage, loads it on a barge that sets out on a 

162-day journey along the East Coast, around 

the Gulf of Mexico, down to Belize, and back 

again, in search of a place willing to accept and 

dispose of its very smelly cargo. 


