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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 
Introduction:  This study reports resident views to the vehicle storage law for the Town of 
Dewitt.  The law passed prohibits commercial vehicles weighing over ten thousand pounds and 
with more than six axles from being parked in residential areas.  It also prohibits parking of 
“junk” vehicles and recreation vehicles such as boats, ATV’s and snowmobiles from being 
parked on a residents lawn.  The results will be presented to the town planning board to consider 
changes to the vehicle storage law and to effectively enforce the law.  
 
 
Methods:   The data used in this report were gathered through an online survey and a mail 
survey.  From a record of 6,813 households in Dewitt, a selection, broken down by zip code, was 
obtained by randomly selecting every three households with the goal of getting a representative 
sample from each zip code.  The mail survey generated 2,269 surveys and 836 responses (36% 
response rate). The web survey received an additional 30 respondents, and 29 residents printed 
the survey and mailed it to the town office, for a total of 893 responses (13% of target).   
 
Findings: 
 
1. 79% of respondents said they “agree” or “strongly agree” that vehicles over 10,000 pounds 

and with more than two axels and six tires should be prohibited from parking in residential 
areas. (n=868) 

2. 70% of respondents said they “disagree” or “strongly disagreed” that a neighbor regularly 
parking on their own lawn is acceptable. (n=880) 

3.   62% of respondents said they “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that they would sign a petition to    
lighten the restriction on commercial and recreation vehicles. (n=835) 

4.   75% of respondents said they “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that it is reasonable for the Town 
of Dewitt to ask residents to store recreation and commercial vehicles. (n=875) 

5.   93% of survey respondents said they “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that their neighbors 
lawns are in good condition. (n=887) 

6.   97% of respondents said they “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that their own lawn was in good 
condition. (n=891) 

7.   35% of respondents who left comments were supporting the law, while only 23% were 
against the law. (n=297) 

8.   88% of respondents said they do not own an item covered by the new law. (n=849) 
9    52% of respondents who listed owning an item covered by the new law said they owned a 

boat or owned multiple items. (n=104)   
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INTRODUCTION 
 
This study reports resident views to the vehicle storage law for the Town of Dewitt.  The law 
adopted in 2008 places restrictions on recreational and commercial vehicle equipment and where 
these may be stored in residential districts.  The law will take effect on January 1, 2010 unless a 
group of owners petitions the Town Board to form an overlay district in which residents would 
be exempt from the law.   
 
The law was created in response to yearly complaints by residents about parking of large 
vehicles and equipment on properties in unsuitable locations for lengthy periods of time.  
Complaints, however, could not be rectified since; there was no provision in town property 
maintenance codes to restrict these occurrences.   
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METHODS 
 

How Data Was Collected 
 
Instrument Design: The survey was designed by the Town of Dewitt in consultation with Carol 
Dwyer of Syracuse University. 
 
Method of Contact: The respondents were contacted two different ways. The primary method, a 
mail survey involved sending a survey to one of three households within each zip code..  The 
town then selected every third name from a list of the residents in each zip code.  Second, the 
survey was posted on the town website accessible to anyone with an internet connection. 
 
Target Population and Sample: The target population consists of adult representatives of 
owner-occupied single family dwellings in the Town of Dewitt, a total of 6,813.  The sampling 
frame was drawn two ways.  First, the town sent out 2,269 surveys to a random selection of 
households.  From the mail survey 836 were received (37% response rate).  The town also had 
the survey posted on the website which received 30 responses.  Also 29 residents printed out the 
survey from the Town website and mailed it to the Town offices.  Together there was a sample 
of 893 responses (13% of target).  
 
Quality of Data 
 
Reliability: The sample likely represents the target population.  Demographic information of 
homeowners of Dewitt was not accessible.  As Figure 1 shows the data represents the target 
population geographically.   The racial makeup of the sample is shown in figure 2, age in Figure 
3, sex in Figure 4, length of residency in Dewitt in Figure 5, length of residency in current home 
in Figure 6, and education level in Figure 7.  A sample of 893 respondents allows for a 97% 
confidence interval, meaning the data in the findings is accurate of the total population within  
+/- 3%.      
                                
Figure. 1 
Comparing Target Population to Sample by Respondent’s Zip Code 

 

ZIP 

Sample    
n=869     
% of total 

Households 
n=6814          % of total Difference 

Common 
Name  

 
 Syracuse-Teale 13244 8% 8% 0  

Dewitt 13214 31% 27% 4  
Eastwooed  13206 1% 2% -1

 Jamesville 13078 19% 21% -2
 Fayetteville 13066 14% 15% -1
 13057 27% 27% 0 East Syracuse 
 

Comments:  Zip codes 13203, 13201, 13036 and 13028 each had one respondent.   
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Figure 2. 
Race Makeup of Sample 

Race 
Sample 
n=774 

 Asian 1%
Black 1%
White 96%
Other 1%
Checked 2 1%

 
Figure 3. 
Age Distribution of Sample 

Age Sample n=807 
60+ 48%
51-60 23%
41-50 19%
31-40 8%
22-30 8%
Under 21 0%

Comments:  The 0% for under 21 represents one response.   
 
Figure 4. 
Sex Distribution of Sample 

Gender 
Sample            
n=769 

Male 57%
Female 43%

Comments:  28 respondents checked both male and female and were not included.   
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Figure 5. 
Length of Respondents Residency in Dewitt 

Reside in Dewitt 
Sample  
n=877 

Over 10yrs 76%
1 to 10rs 22%
Less than a year 2%

 
Figure 6.  
Length of Respondents Residency in Current Home 

Reside in Home 
Sample  
n=878 

Over 10yrs 69%
1 to 10yrs 29%
Less than a year 2%

 
Figure 7.   
Distribution of Education Level of Sample 

Education Level 
Sample   
n=807 

Less than High School 2%
High School or GED 16%
Some College no Degree 10%
Associates Degree 6%
Bachelors Degree 24%
Graduate Degree 19%
Professional Certification  23%

Comments:  Professional Certification includes 122 respondents who checked both professional 
certification and another education level.  All other education levels are respondents who 
checked only one education level.   
 
 
 
Accuracy:  Respondents miss-interpretation of the questions may have led to inaccurate data.  
10% of respondents who said they “agreed” or “strongly agreed” with question 1 which is 
commercial vehicles over 10,000 pounds and with more than two axles and six tires should be 
prohibited from parking in residential areas, also “agreed” or “strongly agreed” with question 3, 
which is I would sign a petition to relax the ban on commercial and recreational vehicles and 
equipment in residential areas.  Several respondents actually wrote in the comment section that 
the questions were poorly worded.     
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1. 79% of respondents either “agree” or “strongly agree” that commercial vehicles over 10,000 

pounds with more than 2 axles should be prohibited from residential areas.   

FINDINGS 
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Response

Respondents Agreement with the statement that Commercial 
Vehicles over 10,000 Pounds with more than 2 Axles and six 

tires should be Prohibited in Residential Areas
n=868

 
Response Distribution by ZIP Code 

       
Zip Code Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Neither 

agree or 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree 

Total

13057 10% 5% 8% 32% 44% 100%
13066 6% 5% 4% 15% 70% 100%
13078 9% 5% 9% 18% 59% 100%
13206 0% 0% 17% 33% 50% 100%
13214 8% 6% 5% 24% 57% 100%
13224 8% 4% 4% 20% 63% 100%
Total 9% 5% 7% 24% 55% 100%

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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2.  70% of respondents either “disagree” or “strongly disagree” that neighbors regularly park on 

their own lawn.     
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Responders Agreement to the statemnt that it is Acceptable to 
me if an Immediate Nieghbor Regularly parks  a Vehicle on 

their own Lawn.
n=880

 
 

Response Distribution by ZIP Code 
       
Zip Code Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Neither 

agree or 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree 

Total 

13057 31% 22% 14% 19% 15% 100% 
13066 58% 21% 6% 7% 7% 100% 
13078 57% 15% 6% 8% 14% 100% 
13206 33% 17% 33% 17% 0% 100% 
13214 59% 18% 7% 11% 5% 100% 
13224 68% 18% 4% 1% 8% 100% 
Total 51% 19% 9% 12% 10% 100% 

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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3. 62% of respondents either “disagreed” or “strongly disagreed” that they would sign a petition 
to relax the ban. 
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Respondents Agreement with the Statement that I would 
Sign a Petition to Relax the Ban on Commercial and 

Recreational Vehicles and Equipment in Residential Areas
n=835

 
 

Response Distribution by ZIP Code 
       
Zip Code Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Neither 

agree or 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree 

Total 

13057 20% 23% 14% 23% 20% 100% 
13066 50% 23% 11% 8% 8% 100% 
13078 45% 22% 9% 9% 15% 100% 
13206 40% 0% 20% 40% 0% 100% 
13214 44% 23% 9% 12% 12% 100% 
13224 49% 21% 13% 6% 11% 100% 
Total 39% 23% 11% 13% 15% 100% 

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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4.  75% of respondents either “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that it is reasonable to ask residents 
to store vehicles.    
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Respondents Agreement to the statement that it is Reasonable 
for Residents in our Town to be asked to store Commercial or 
Recreational Vehicles and Equipment Inside, or, if Outside, 

in a way that is not Visible to Neighbors
n=875

 
 

Response Distribution by ZIP Code 
       

Zip Code Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Neither 
agree or 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree 

Total 

13057 11% 13% 8% 35% 34% 100% 
13066 5% 6% 12% 29% 49% 100% 
13078 11% 10% 6% 33% 40% 100% 
13206 0% 0% 17% 50% 33% 100% 
13214 9% 7% 7% 36% 41% 100% 
13224 7% 3% 4% 30% 56% 100% 
Total 9% 8% 8% 34% 41% 100% 

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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5.  93% of respondents either “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that their neighbor’s lawn was in 
good condition.  
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Residing in my Neighborhood take Good Care of their 

Porperty
n=887

 
 

Response Distribution by ZIP Code 
       
Zip Code Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Neither 

agree or 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree 

Total 

13057 1% 6% 3% 52% 39% 100% 
13066 1% 1% 0% 39% 60% 100% 
13078 1% 1% 2% 33% 62% 100% 
13206 17% 0% 33% 33% 17% 100% 
13214 1% 2% 3% 47% 46% 100% 
13224 1% 0% 1% 38% 59% 100% 
Total 2% 2% 2% 43% 50% 100% 

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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6. 97% of respondents “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that their own lawn was in good condition” 
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Exterior and Grounds are in Good Condtion

n=891

 
 

Response Distribution by ZIP Code 
      
Zip Code Strongly 

disagree 
Neither 
agree or 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree 

Total 

13057 1% 3% 36% 60% 100% 
13066 1% 1% 17% 81% 100% 
13078 1% 1% 22% 76% 100% 
13206 0% 17% 33% 50% 100% 
13214 1% 1% 29% 69% 100% 
13224 0% 0% 30% 70% 100% 
Total 1% 2% 28% 69% 100% 

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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7.  35% of respondents who wrote comments were supporting the law, while only 23% were 
against the law. 

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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Comments:  “Concerning certain questions” refers to instances where respondents wrote 
elsewhere on the survey regarding a certain question, or in the comment section cited a specific 
question in the survey.  See appendix III for list of responses.   
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8.  88% of respondents said they do not own an item covered by the new law.    
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n=849

Response Distribution by ZIP Code 
    
Zip Code Yes No Total
13057 19% 81% 100%
13066 11% 89% 100%
13078 12% 88% 100%
13206 17% 83% 100%
13214 7% 93% 100%
13224 9% 91% 100%
Total 12% 88% 100%

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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9.  52% of respondents who listed owning an item covered by the new law said they owned a 
boat or owned multiple items. (n=104)      
  

 
Source: Data collected for the Town of Dewitt by Brandon LaMere, Community Link Project, 
Syracuse University, 2009. 
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Comments:  “Stored Offsite” refers to respondents who said they own an item but they do not 
store it on their own property.  See appendix III for list of responses. 
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